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ECIS INTERNATIONAL TEACHER CERTIFICATE





ECIS International Teacher Certificate (ITC)
ECIS and University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) have agreed to work together on the development of the ECIS International Teaching Certificate (ITC). ECIS will be responsible for the professional development program, CIE the external assessment of teacher portfolios. The ITC itself will be jointly certificated by ECIS and CIE. 
Both CIE and ECIS believe the ITC will offer the opportunity for exemplary teachers in internationally minded schools to develop international aspects of their professional knowledge, skills and practice. The ITC will also have significant benefits for career development, with international teacher recruiters increasingly looking for the ITC as a proof of professional excellence.
The target group for the ITC will be accomplished international teachers who wish to enhance their career in internationally minded schools. It is not necessary for teachers who want to undertake the ITC to work in an ECIS member school but they do need to be, or become individual ECIS members before being accepted into the program.
A keen and committed pilot cohort of 25 teachers is already taking part in the ITC Pilot Program. The teachers are giving ECIS and CIE feedback on the draft syllabus and program. Its structure, content, ITC Standards and assessment arrangements will be evaluated thoroughly before the launch of the ITC, anticipated in early 2007. The pilot group will meet to learn more and share their findings at a two-day Institute prior to the ECIS 2006 November conference. The Institute will cover topics such as portfolio development, reflective practice, transition & mobility, English as an additional language and cultural diversity.

One of the pilot cohort referring to the International Mindedness course from ECIS Online Learning with Optimus, has expressed his enthusiasm: “This course constantly reminds me of the essential role ECIS is playing in the development of international mindedness. The ITC is another opportunity developed by ECIS to promote education and dialogue, and encourage the advancement of international education. What an opportunity to learn and support others in our schools!” John Simon Esteller, AIS Bucharest 

Learn more from the joint CIE and ECIS presentations on the ITC, open to all at the ECIS 2006 November conference, or email itc@ecis.org
The cost of the program will be announced in the near future. Teachers will be able to register their interest in participating in the program from February, 2007.

The Five ITC Standards:

I. Education in an international context

II. Teaching competencies for the international educator

III. Teaching students for whom English is an additional language

IV. Student transition & mobility in international schools
V. Reflective practice – continuing professional development
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