International Language Teachers Association (ILTA): Making the Dream Come True
 

The idea of creating an organisation like ILTA has been brewing for several years amongst some international school language educators in Bangkok. It was borne out of a professional desire to network and support one another on the daily challenges of language teaching and learning. This is a story of a teacher initiative from conception to birth, and further growth.
 

In March, 'Languages 4 Life', or the 4th Annual Modern Languages (ML) Conference, took place at Bangkok Patana School (BPS), which also witnessed the debut of the annual ML conference back in 2003. ILTA's origin finds itself in the planning of the inaugural ML conference with no more than a handful of language teachers to pursue the vision. The first ML conference successfully drew about 50 participants from different international schools in Bangkok. The second one took place at Harrow International School (HIS), followed by the third at the International School of Bangkok (ISB). And this year's event welcomed about 150 participants traveling all the way from Japan to Indonesia, offering 30 intriguing teacher-led workshops to enhance language lessons, including IT, Drama, and ESL issues. 
 

So, how does ILTA extend its services to the language teaching community in Thailand and beyond? Under the leadership of the following language teachers, ILTA has come to evolve as a full-fledged association: Alice Rasmussen (ISB), President; François Stalder (HIS), Secretary General; Anne Delaval and Monica Savilaakso (NIST), Resource Centre Architects; Loreto Alonso and Gaby Geneser (ISB), IT Specialists; and Chika Kumashiro-Wilms (BPS), Newsletter Editor. Long-term ILTA friends and new volunteers also support the development. ILTA's main objectives are to take the lead in supporting language teachers to pursue the best practice, and liaise with different organisations, language educators, and schools to provide regional networking and professional development opportunities. 
 

If you would like to learn more about ILTA or contribute to the professional development events, send an e-mail to the ILTA members listed below. If there is a will, then there is a way. Long live the spirit of learning and growth!
Alice Rasmussen (ISB), President: alicer@isb.ac.th 

François Stalder (HIS), Secretary General: francoisstalder@harrowschool.ac.th

Anne Delaval (NIST), Resource Centre: adelaval@nist.ac.th

Monica Savilaakso (NIST), Resource Centre: msavilaakso@nist.ac.th

Loreto Alonso (ISB), Website & IT: loretoa@isb.ac.th
Gaby Geneser (ISB), Website & IT: gabyg@isb.ac.th

Chika Kumashiro-Wilms (BPS), Newsletter: chkm@patana.ac.th

