F.O.C.U.S CONFERENCE ON LEARNING AND ATTENTIONAL DISORDERS

TO BE HELD IN HONG KONG
F.O.C.U.S. (Focus on Children’s Understanding in School), a non-profit organization in Hong Kong, will hold a landmark conference on specific learning disabilities and attentional disorders such as dyslexia, ADD and AD/HD at the high-tech conference facility in Cyberport on Hong Kong Island, from February 29 to March 1, 2008.

For educators, medical professionals and parents, the conference, titled “Unleashing Potential – Helping Youth Cope with Learning and Attentional Disorders,” will feature keynote addresses by internationally acclaimed experts as well as a range of practical workshops.  Facilities for simultaneous translation in Cantonese and Mandarin will be available.

"Making their first visit to Southeast Asia are Drs. Bennett and Sally Shaywitz, best known for their work on dyslexia at Yale University in the United States.  Drs. Shaywitz together established and are Co-Directors of the Yale Center for the Study of Learning and Attention.  Dr. Sally Shaywitz, a neuroscientist and professor of pediatrics, is the author of a number of books, including her summative work Overcoming Dyslexia: A New and Complete Science-Based Program for Reading Problems at Any Level.

Dr. Bennett A. Shaywitz, M.D. is Professor of Pediatrics and Neurology and Chief of Pediatric Neurology at the Yale University School of Medicine.  Dr. Shaywitz’ honors include selection, along with Dr. Sally Shaywitz, as the recipient of the Sidney Berman Award for the Study and Treatment of Learning Disabilities presented by the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.”

Dr. Thomas E. Brown, groundbreaking theorist, researcher and practitioner in the study and treatment of attentional disorders, will also be a keynote speaker.  Author of Attention Deficit Disorder: The Unfocused Mind in Children and Adults, Dr. Brown is an Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the Yale University School of Medicine and the Associate Director of the Yale Clinic for Attention and Related Disorders.  He has been honored for outstanding contributions to research and professional education about AD/HD in children and adults, and has made particular contributions to the understanding of attentional problems in persons with high IQ, women with attentional problems, comorbidities and combined problems, and problems of sleep in individuals with AD/HD.

One of Australia’s leading AD/HD experts, Dr. Paul Hutchins, and the country’s foremost specialist educational consultant, Professor Loretta Giorcelli, will also present keynote speeches.  Dr. Hutchins, head of the Child Developmental Unit and Senior Paediatric Consultant for the Children’s Hospital Educational Research Unit at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead in Sydney, has a particular interest in the interaction of high ability children with learning, behavioral and social difficulties.  Dr. Giorcelli has a background in education and is currently involved in one of the largest national projects investigating the inclusion of children with disabilities in regular classrooms in Australia.  

In addition, a selection of workshops and panel discussions will be held on each of the two days of the conference.  These will be conducted by leading regional professionals, with specific workshop topics to be announced in the fall of 2007.  

“It is the responsibility of society to nurture human potential and to reap the benefits which talented individuals are capable of producing,” said Desiree Jebsen, co-chair of F.O.C.U.S.  “We are hopeful this conference will be a valuable first step in a regional effort to assume leadership of this responsibility.”

Founded 4/15/07in 1990, F.O.C.U.S. provides a variety of services including monthly talks and support group meetings, newsletters and an annual lecture program, which has featured leading authorities in fields related to understanding attentional and learning disabilities. 

F.O.C.U.S. invites sponsorships for the “Unleashing Potential” Conference.  For further information about the conference or sponsorship opportunities, please contact FOCUS via email at info@focus.org.hk. Or visit out website.
END
Additional Information:

F.O.C.U.S. is available at www.focus.org.hk
Dr. Thomas Brown is available at www.drthomasebrown.com
Dr. Loretta Giorcelli is available at www.doctorg.org

