PowerPoint to Flash conversion tools

OVERVIEW
Robin Good

A useful starting point is the comprehensive list of PowerPoint to Flash conversion tools on Robin Good’s Master New Media site:

www.masternewmedia.org/2004/04/14/powerpoint_to_flash_conversion_tools.htm
To be avoided at all costs, however, is his web presentation of the tools at:

http://www.presenternet.com/robingood/player.html 

FREE SOLUTIONS

OpenOffice.org
http://www.openoffice.org/
Highly recommended was the latest version of Open Office (an open-source multi-platform application), which can convert any of its files into Flash or Acrobat formats. It's free and has a simple tool for direct conversion of PowerPoint files to .swf, although transitions and animations are not supported. One colleague commented “brilliant stuff and does the job superbly well”.

How to … manually
http://www.flashgeek.com/tutorials/09_ppttofla_01.htm
This is a brief tutorial on how to manually convert the files. Export your presentation in PowerPoint to a picture sequence, then import the piture files into Flash's timeline. Finally, export the timeline as Shockwave Flash File (SWF). Export the individual slides into WMF format to keep the vector images and graphics their original format when imported into Flash. Free, but time-consuming!

Moodle
http://www.moodle.org/
A different solution suggested was to use the open source e-learning platform Moodle, which now has an option to upload and show PowerPoint presentations. Described as “easy to set up on most networks or online”. Moodle is a course management system (CMS) - a free, Open Source software package to help educators create effective online learning communities.
GOOD VALUE

PPT2SWF
http://www.softacademia.com/download/ppt2swf.zip
PPT2SWF is one of the better value converters on the market for generation of Macromedia Flash movies from Microsoft PowerPoint 2000 presentations. Conversion is said to preserve the highest quality of originals in vectors. It will convert graphics, text, animation effects applied to text and graphics, hyperlinks from text objects and graphics. The program also recognizes ActiveX objects.

Download a free trial from: http://www.softacademia.com/all_products.asp
Cost: $ 49 - 99
FlashPPT
http://www.ypgsoft.com/flashppt.htm
FlashPPT is a converter that provides fast and accurate generation of SWF Macromedia Flash movies from Microsoft PowerPoint 2000 presentations in vectors, preserving the quality of originals.
Download a free trial from: http://www.ypgsoft.com/download/FlashPPT16.exe
Cost: $ 38.95

Macromedia FlashPaper
http://www.macromedia.com/software/flashpaper/?promoid=BINU
Also recommended was Macromedia's FlashPaper for conversion to Flash or PDF document formats, but it doesn't do PowerPoint transitions. 

Cost: $79

Swish Presenter
http://www.swishzone.com/index.php?area=home&product=presenter&PHPSESSID=2ccb1baf784d40aa6f621b2e6332f1cb
Swish Presenter has a 15-day free trial. It has 9 built in page transitions to choose from and you can also record your own narration. The conversion is a simple 3 step process. It can be used as a PPT plug in or stand alone application.

Cost: $79.95

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED (but not cheap)
Macromedia Breeze (formerly Presedia Producer)
http://www.macromedia.com/software/breeze/
Breeze is a web conferencing and live presentation tool which integrates Presedia technology to convert Powerpoint presentations into Flash files. The quality is described as “outstanding” and “fantastic”, but “So is the price.” Breeze Presentation can be bought independently of Breeze Live (conferencing / collaboration) and Breeze Training. 

Macromedia Captivate
http://www.macromedia.com/software/captivate/?promoid=BINN
Macromedia Captivate (formerly RoboDemo) automatically records all onscreen actions and instantly creates an interactive Flash simulation. Point and click to add text captions, narration, and e-learning interactions without any programming knowledge. It was recommended as “good to work with”. You can create simulations with interactive hot spots, prompts, instructional feedback and scoring and tracking of interactions; or demonstrations with automatic mouse paths, visual mouse clicks, explanations and playback controls

Download a free trail and see demos online.

Cost: £269
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